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Argentina. The First Congress of Public Administration "Eva Perón" was held from 
March 22nd to 31st, in the City of Mendoza. It was organized by the Provincial Govern 
ment of Mendoza, awakened considerable interest and had a very large attendance. As 
a result of this Congress a Permanent Secretariat was set up, which functions at the 
National Division of Retionalization of the Ministry of Technical Affairs. 


The following are some of the Recommendations made by the Congress: 


To provide a service of information and interchange of publications and the for- 
metion of a doctrinary corps, all to be done by its Permanent Secretariat, and that 
the institutes of research and the Chairs of Law, Economy and Political Sciences 
should go deeply into an analysis of the principles and formulae relative to "mixed 
economy" and to the application of the law in force regarding "mixed economy corpo- 
rations". 


Among the papers presented there was one from the National Ministry of Education 
on the subject entitled "Organization of a Model Ministry". This paper contains the 
organization and functions of such a ministry, it is also a guide and manual for the 
official and employee to have a proper understanding of the public function from his 
own position. For this reason this draft "Administrative Regulations" has been recom- 
mended to the provincial governments as background for the studies that may undertake 
for the organization of such a model ministry. 


Chile. The Fourth Chilean Municipal Congress was held at Antofagasta from Novem- 
ber 1st to 7th. The municipal authorities of that city with the Mayor, Mr. Humberto 
Albanese, at the head, did everything possible to have the four hundred delegates who 
attended spend a very pleasant time in their city. 


Among the delegates were two outstanding members of the Advisory Council of the 
Inter-American Municipal Organization, Messrs. Ricardo González Cortés, who has been 
active in municipal cooperation in Chile and Luis L. Boffi, President of the Argentine 
Institute of Municipal Studies. 


Mr. González Cortés represented the Secretary General of the 1.M.0., Dr. Carlos M. 
Morán, who had been kindly invited to be the guest of honor but was unable to attend 
since he was in the final phases of the preparation of the V Meeting of the Inter- 
American Congress of Municipalities which was to be held in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


This Congress, the main organizers of which were Messrs. Sergio Ceppi Mayol de 


Lupé and Luis Valenzuela, President and Secretary, respeckive ba» ef she: Najuranade Ma- 
nicipal Conference (the National Association of Chilean Múnicipalities), was held 


inder the agenda that had been distributed in advance. APR 15 1055 
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To handle the technical work of the Congress, the following committees were set 
Up; 

CA External relations of municipalities: An analysis of their present status 
as a régime in the institutional life of the nation and a study of the methods for 
imparting new life thereto. Project of provincial assemblies. 


"B".- Internal organization of the municipalities: Presentation of regulations 
for council meetings, local tax regulations and other regulations and ordinances that 
can be applied uniformly by all the municipalities of the nation. 


"C",- Sundry matters of general interest. 


These committees in turn appointed sub-committees in the number that were consid- 
ered necessary. 


Four plenary sessions were held, Mr. Humberto Albanese having been elected Presi- 
dent of the Congress, by acclamation, at the first session. 


The following are some of the outstanding Recommendations that were adopted: 


To recommend that the Advisory Council of the Conference draft and seek the adop- 
tion of a bill which will contain the following points: 


a) That quotas to be used exclusively by the municipalities in the purchase of 
vehicles, machinery or elements necessary for the services of the cities be 
assigned in a compulsory manner in the budgets of the Exterior Trade Council. 

b) That said quotas be distributed by provinces and according to the budgets of 
each municipality, and should some of them not be used, they be distributed 
among other municipalities of the same province. 

c) That the import which the first point refers to be free from any charges 
whether of Custom duties, storage, etc. 

d) That the municipal corporations be permitted to contract for loans for the 
aforesaid purpose, without applying thereto the limitations established in 
the Municipal Law. 

e) That the machinery that is imported according to law may not be alienated 
within a period of five years counted from the date of the importation, ex- 
cept to another municipality that has the same privilege. 


To release the municipalities from the 2% tax established for Social Security 
Which affects all payments made by the municipalities. 


To request the amendment of the Organic Law of the State Bank in order that it 
may set up a Special Municipal Account, for the purpose of providing funds for those 
)Ygans . 


To request the legislature to appoint in both houses of Congress a Committee on 
Municipal Affairs, the purpose of which shall be to report on any motion that has to 
lo with municipal problems, and also to be a liason office between the legislature 


má the municipal organizations. 


To repeat the resolution of the Third Congress to the effect that the codification 
in a sinble text of the laws that govern the municipal functions at the present time 


se considered. 


With regard to traffic; 
1]. To claim authority to regulate everything concerning drivers of motor vehicles 
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' general; the issuance of licenses, registrations and permits, a school for drivers, 
¡O . 


2. To provide that in every community the city authorities are authorized, exclu- 
ve of any other authority, to issue orders regarding the circulation of vehicles, 
je direction of the streets, signals, parking, permitted speeds, etc. 


5. To order that the mobile as well as stationary business places follow the 
les to be established by each municipality, and that the municipalities shall pro- 
Ge rules for pedestrians. 


pu. To fix the tariffs of vehicles for hire and to issue rules that will make such 
hicles a more effective element of service for the people. 


5+ To confirm that authority to grant concessions for passenger transportation 
jrvice to private concerns, providing the rates, schedules, itineraries, number of 
hicles to be furnished, etc., pertains to municipalities exclusive of any State 
gan, in accord with the provisions of articles 8 and 9 of the present Municipal 
'venue Law. 


6. To confirm the authority similar to the foregoing when the passenger trans- 
irtation service is handled by municipal vehicles, in which case the service will 
2) municipal and may not be intervened by authorities foreign to the municipálities. 


T. To establish in a definite manner that when there are transportation services 
'Ípending on the State, this does not exempt them from the payment of the fees, taxes 
Jd license fees provided for by the Municipal Revenue Law, all of which shall be paid 
) the city or cities in which such services are rendered. 


8. To provide that in the case contemplated by the Organic Municipal Law, if two 
* more municipalities decide to establish their own passenger transportation service 
«to turn the same over to a private concern by means of a concession, all matters 
incerning the tariffs, schedules, itineraries, number of vehicles, etc., shall be 
Ísted exclusively in the municipalities establishing such services, excluding any 
itervention by the State. 


9. To provide that the handling of all traffic violations shall be removed from 
le jurisdiction of the administrative authorities and be placed under that of the 
ddiciary. 


That the Permanent Executive Committee of the Conference draft a bill to be sub- 
tted to the consideration of the public authorities based on the report submitted 
"Organization of Tourism". In this report, in defining "tourism" it says that de 
ould be considered as the industry that generates and coordinates a large number of 
sic activities of the national economy. Its action as an organization should be 
defly one of creation and control." 


This meeting was undoubtedly one of the best held by the National Municipal Con- 
rence of Chile, and which at all times showed its adherence to the principle of mu- 
cipal autonomy+ 


-- On December 29, 1953, the Housing Projects Executive Board was created "to 
rry out housing projects prepared every year by the Ministry of Public Works in col- 
boration with the institutions that meke up the Board." 
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The institutions referred to above are the most representative ones of the country 
n the matter of the construction of housing such as the Ministry of Public Works it- 
elf, the Housing Corporation, etc., as well as institutions such as the Bank of the 
¡tate of Chile, the Superintendence of Supplies and Prices and others. 


It should be noted that the National Conference of Municipalities, member of IMO, 
-5 also represented on the Board. 


The Housing Projects Executive Board also has other important functions to engage 
n such as "to submit to the Presidency of the Republic draft regulations on mortgage 
loans destined for the construction of. housing by the institutions that make up said 
soard", "to organize the market and production of construction materials and determine 
Mat surpluses may be exported", "to order the condemnation of the land necessary for 
:arrying out the housing projects through the proper organizations and in accordance 
rith the pertinent laws.", 


Costa Rica. One of the outstanding features of the Second Congress of Municipal- 
ties of Costa Rica held on September 15th to 21st and which the Secretary General of 
¿he IMO attended as the guest of honor of the republic and of the city of San Jose, 
vas the organization of the Costa Rican Municipal League which followes the objectives 
sontained in our Statutes and is ready to cooperate closely with us in the task of 
¿nter-American intermunicipal cooperation. 


Representatives of all the municipalities of the nation met at the National Thea- 
re in San Jose, and during a whole week, in an evident display of democracy in action 
mad of its interest in municipal affairs, the bases for an integral reform of the mu- 
ldicipal legislation were discussed and approved, in many of the subjects taken up our 
jecretary General being asked to express his viewpoints obtained from his experience 
'n these matters. 


Besides the organization of a national municipal association and the discussion 
m the reform of municipal legislation, the question of autonomy was discussed, as 
las been provided in the Agenda, suggesting the convenience of fixing and adopting 
he principles that will serve as its main guarantee and support. 


During the visit to San Jose, Dr. Carlos M. Morán, who was the founder in 1939 
f the "Escuela Superior de Administración Pública de La Habana", the first one es- 
ablished in Latin America, was honored by an invitation to visit the "Escuela Supe- 
“lor de Administración Pública para América Central". During this visit he was very 
'ordially greeted by the Director and Professors of the institution and was able to 
lote how well installed it is and what great work it is doing, specially in the trans- 
ation into Spanish and the publication by mimeograph of English language texts on 
lifferent subjects related to Public Administration. 


Mexico. We are transcribing below Article 11 of the Municipal Finance Regulations 
£ the City of Mazatlan, Sinaloa, Mexico, which reads as follows: 


"The surcharges and fiscal fines imposed by the Municipal Treasury for infringe- 
ent of this law and for debtors in arrears, shall be distributed as follows: 40% 
or the Municipal Treasurer; 25% for the Sub-Chief Auditor; 15% for the officials in 
harge of the Division of Income and Taxes; 10% for the Fiscal Agents, Tax Notifiers 
md Tax Collectors who collect from debtors in arrears; 5% for the Assistants of the 


ax Division.” 


Should the Assistants of the Tax Division be two, the result would be that of the 
00% of the Surcharges ánd Fines which seid article refers to, nothing would go into 
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the Municipal Treasury. It is interesting to have this fact understood, because in 
this way the municipal officials in charge of the collection of taxes E given the 
jgreatest incentive for taking action against the debtors in arrears. Inasmuch as "tax 
findebtedness" prescribes five years after the date on which the tax falls due, 1t is 
Bvery difficult in this manner, if not impossible, for the municipality to fail to 
collect such taxes in arrears. 


However, even though we do admit that it is human to provide this form of incen- 
ftive in order to endeavor to obtain the maximum yield for the municipal treasury, would 
15 be fair not to give any part of the fiscal surcharges and fines to the municipal- 
ity? Does the municipality have no obligations to meet, and in case it should find 
its revenue to drop, woula it not find itself in an awkward position which would af- 
Bfect it financially? Should not the whole community be indemified for an infringe- 

gment that is committed against its interests? 


Uruguay. On February 15 of the coming year the provisions of the 1952 Constitu- 
tion with regard to the departamental governments will be put into effect. This means 
a return to the regime of the collective government through pluripersonal organs elect- 
ed directly by the people. 

The local government unit continues to be the Department, a politico-territorial 
division larger than the locality: village, town, city (the former rural, suburban 
the second and urban the third). 


The rank in the local government shall be the following: 1) the Departamental 
authorities: a Departamental Council and Board; 2) Local autonomous authorities: 
Local Autonomous Councils, to govern towns which without being Departamental capi- 
tals have more than 10,000 populaition or are of national interest in the development 
of tourism; and 3) Local authorities, of optional existence in towns that do not 
"have the foregoing conditions and which are,the Local Councils. 


The Department of Montevideo, capital of the Republic, has a Council of seven 
members and a Board of seventy-five while in the other Departments the membership 
shall be respectively, five and thirty one. 


The Council as well as the Board are reciprocally autonomous in the exercise of 
their functions. 


The City Executive Department operates with three officials, chiefs of the main 
assessments (known as "departments'") that are really ministries due to the importance 
of their duties and the irremovable nature of their members who are officials of trust. 


The Councilmen and members of the Boards shall hold office for four years, the 
¡former being subject to reelection once only and the latter without any limitation. 


The election shall be held by the direct vote of the citizens under a mixed major- 
ity and proportional representation system. The majority of the positions on the Coun- 
cil and the Board goes to the party or group of parties polling the largest vote. The 
other positions which go to the minority are awarded as follows: in the case of the 
Council to the party or group of parties receiving the next highest number of cotes; 
but as to the Board, the positions are distributed among all the parties (and not on- 
ly for the majority and the strongest minority as in the case of the Council), on the 
basis of the principle of proportional representation. 


(From Ganón, Issac. "Concepto y Estructura del Gobierno Municipal en la Repú- 
blica Oriental del Uruguay. Montevideo, 1954). 
A A A A NA AAN AAN 


The sources of information of our publications can be consulted in the special- 
ized library of the CPCI where it is sent by several organizations and private in- 


dividuals. 
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